ART 376 Displacement & Discovery: An Italian Photographic Journal Syllabus
*This course accommodates all levels of photographic and artistic ability.

Professor: Ginger Sheridan. Jacksonville University


Email: gsherid@ju.edu  
Course Description: 3 semester credits. In Florence, during the early Renaissance, a dramatic philosophical shift took place. Emphasis shifted away from the concept of communal destiny towards the importance of the individual. It seems only fitting that in the city which promoted emphasis on personal experience to use a Renaissance structure of self-reflection to drive our course. We will use alternative photographic methods to artistically explore the alteration of individual perception due to travel. Adjusting to a new culture is a difficult yet rewarding journey. It throws the individual’s own cultural expectations into bold relief, harshly contrasting them with the unique aspects of the new culture. It is true that we come to know more about other cultures through travel but we also come to know more about ourselves. 

By keeping a photographic journal, completing a number of short papers, photographic projects, museum/gallery visits and group discussions, students will emerge with a better understanding their interaction with the Tuscan culture. This course will use the basic technical language of photography (aperture, shutter speed and framing) as well as interesting alternative photographic methods to record personal experience of being in Florence. These images will become the basis for all art projects.

Course Objective: Students will learn the basic craft of digital photography: how to operate a digital camera capturing images with correct focus and exposure. Students will also learn a variety of alternative photographic processes including photograms, cyanotype and image transfers. By using these techniques, students will create pages for a visual journal to document their experience of displacement and discovery brought on by foreign travel. In addition to photographs, this journal can consist of (but is not limited to) written entries, drawings, found imagery and other souvenirs. The journal will be graded on technical and artistic merit. 

WEEK 1 
DISPLACEMENT Personal Emblem & Cyanotype Printing

WEEK 2
FIRST IMPRESSIONS & CULTURE SHOCK Image Lift with Gel Medium

WEEK 3 
ITALIAN CULTURE RUBBING OFF ON YOU Xerox Transfers 

WEEK 4 
RECONCILING THE TWO CULTURES Cubist Collage

REQUIREMENTS: Students will research and write four short papers before the course begins. During the course, students will be given weekly photographic assignments, followed by printing and critiques. Students are expected to act responsibly in this class. Responsible behavior includes coming to class on time fully prepared to participate in lectures, presentations, demonstration and critiques by completing assigned work on time and according to instructions. Breaks are regularly scheduled during class lectures, critiques and demonstrations. Therefore, please confine all eating, errands and bathroom breaks to this time only. 3 points will be deducted for each absence and 1 point for each 10 minute increment when tardy.  

SUPPLIES PROVIDED BY STUDENT: (Questions? Email me at gsherid@ju.edu)

· Digital Camera> any make/model

· A dedicated jump drives (much cheaper in the USA)

· A sharpie (easier to find in the USA)

· 2 small foam brushes (Art/Craft/Hardware Store – easier to find & cheaper in USA)

· One 8oz jar of semi-gloss, regular mat medium (Art/Craft store, used with acrylic paint) 

· One 3oz bottle of Wintergreen or Clove oil (health food stores, pharmacies)

· One pad of watercolor paper – smooth surface/not too textured, 20 sheets, will become the pages of your book
· $50 in fund for purchasing printing images, Xeroxing, purchasing additional supplies

Grading: 

4 pre-departure papers 5 pts each
20%

Daily attendance & quizzes 

25%

4 shooting assignments 

40%

Final presentation


15%
Disability Statement: It is the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor at the first class session of any disability which will make it difficult for the student to participate fully in all class activities outlined in the syllabus. NOTE: Some of my best students have had disabilities so no time to be shy!
Academic Honesty: Students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty. Plagiarism, which is defined as the use of someone else’s words or ideas without appropriate acknowledgement, and other acts of dishonesty in taking examinations or the performance of academic assignments are regarded by the faculty as major offenses which merit stern disciplinary action. IN OTHER WORDS: No cutting/pasting from other sources in ANY papers or you will be VERY sorry (
