ART 376 – Photography in Paris – Shooting Like the Masters
3 Hours Art Credit @Jacksonville University, Professor: Ginger Sheridan, gsherid@ju.edu 
Course Description: In many regards, Paris is the birthplace of photography, making it an ideal setting in which to develop skills and historical knowledge of the art of photography. Whether you are a rank beginner or an accomplished photographer, Paris will inspire you. Throughout this digital photography course maximize your time on the streets of Paris by developing your skills on assignment and in the field. By researching, observing and emulating such great Parisian photographers as Eugene Atget, Robert Doisneau, and Henri Cartier-Bresson learn various ways of depicting the complex nature of this great city. 
Required Materials: A advanced Digital camera with icon or aperture/shutter speed settings, TWO USB drives with memory for 50 images, funds for printing digital images (20 images per roll – less than 1 euro each), a folder to turn in printed work & 1 fine tip sharpie. 
WEEK ONE
Shooting like Atget: Architectural Photography & the use of Aperture

Shoot vernacular buildings and major monuments in Paris using long Depth of Field
WEEK TWO
Shooting like Doisneau: Street Scenes & the use of Shutter Speed 


Shoot narrative images of people that make you love Paris using a variety of shutter speeds
WEEK THREE
Shooting like Cartier-Bresson: The Decisive Moment & the use of Composition


Using UNUSUAL framing combine people with objects to create decisive moment images



WEEK FOUR
Shooting like Yourself: Outline & Apply your own Shooting Style

Using everything you have learned create a portfolio in your own unique style


Requirements:  

Before the course begins, students are asked obtain a digital camera with the ability to set the aperture and shutter speed with icons (mountain, head, runner, etc.) or manually. Bring your camera’s manual with you if you do not know how to operate it. 

Before the course begins, students are asked to write 3 separate research papers; one on Eugene Atget, one on Robert Doisneau and one on Henri Cartier Bresson. After looking at as much work from each photographer as possible (50 images minimum – cite sources in bibliography), and researching (cite at least three publications – NONE OF THEM WIKIPEDIA), define your own response to each artist’s major body of work with a thesis statement (an original idea you had about the work). Then, IN YOUR OWN WORDS (NOT WIKIPEDIA OR YOU WILL REWRITE) write a paper on each person (2-3 pages) starting with his early life, interest in photography and types of photographs produced (one page maximum). Cite all sources/quotes and repeat any quote used in your own words. For the main body of the paper, discuss 3 images that BEST represent the photographer’s OVERALL style (consider their WHOLE career). Use these images to defend your original idea about the work. First describe each photograph in terms of composition, content and implied meaning so thoroughly that a blind person could see it. Then prove your thesis by making reference to the three photographs with a clear conclusion. Make Xerox copies (photo setting) or good computer prints of the 3 images (no thumbnails) on separate paper from the essay. Bring the photographs with the papers to Paris. Email me with any questions.
 
Once a week students will participate in a lecture on a particular photographer in a class room setting. Afterwards a shooting assignments related to that photographer will be given. On the following week, all PRINTED work will be critiqued. Each week a new lecture and shooting assignment will be given. Students will participate in all lectures. Students will also visit photographic galleries during class time and as homework to write short responses (400 words). Always bring your university student ID with you. Students are expected to act responsibly in this class. Responsible behavior includes coming to class on time fully prepared to participate in quizzes, lectures, critiques and shooting assignments by completing assigned work on time and according to instructions. Since we have group excursions, students MUST arrive to class on time or the whole group will suffer. Missing a class or not having work for a critique lowers your grade by one letter. No exceptions. It is your responsibility to contact me if you are ill/miss class/want to make up work.
Grading: 
Shooting assignments
45%

Papers


20%

Quizzes & Responses
35%                   EXTRA CREDIT IS ALWAYS OFFERED
