Central America: Journal Entries

Throughout your time in Costa Rica, you will be a researcher and a critic.  The following describe the themes that you will address in your journals.  Most of these entries may be completed while in the country, but others can wait until you return.  Submit your journals to me when we have scheduled our individual meetings.  Keep in mind that I may collect journals randomly throughout the trip.  

JOURNAL #1: COLONIALISM AND NEO-COLONIALISM

Imagine that you have been asked to assemble an exhibition on modern Costa Rican history.  As we travel through the country, select a minimum of three sites, art pieces, monuments, markers, statues, historical artifacts, buildings, etc. into each of the periods in modern Central American history that we have covered.  Note that three is the BARE MINIMUM and that periods with greater historical production should have more examples.  The broader periods that we have covered are: Colonial and Republican Societies (c. 1500-1830) and Neo-Colonialism, Cold War, and Neo-Liberalism (c. 1830-Present).  Remember that we must have SEEN the object; don’t just use the internet because not all items on websites are on display!  Identify each object by title, artist or creator (if applicable), location, date, and period.  Please include a photograph (digital or otherwise) of objects whenever possible. 

JOURNAL #2: ORAL HISTORY (CHOOSE EITHER “A” OR “B”)

A) Family History: Family history is important to people in Costa Rica and in Central America, in general.  Create a list of (5) questions to ask your host family or any Costa Rican that you meet about their family history.  Make sure that these questions are very broad and go back as far as possible.  It is important to establish a good rapport with the people that you meet before asking questions about the history of their families, so make sure that you/they feel comfortable.  Be very sensitive as you ask the questions.  After interviewing your host family, consider the following question: how does the person’s family history overlap in any meaningful way with the broader historical forces of change that we have discussed? 

B) Recent History: The recent history of Central America has left a deep impression on the lives of ordinary Costa Ricans.  Using Thomas Pearcy’s book, create a list of three to five recent major events (including those that have occurred outside of Costa Rica) that we have studied, and ask your host family or any Costa Rican what they remember or think about these events.  For example, you may want to start by asking why their country has been able to avoid the kind of problems that have plagued other nations in the region.  Make sure to write down and/or record their responses.  Be very sensitive as you ask the questions.  

JOURNAL #3: MUSIC AND PHOTOGRAPHS AS PRIMARY SOURCES (CHOOSE EITHER “A” OR “B”)

A) MUSIC/DANCE: Choose two Costa Rican songs and identify the title of the song as well as the type(s) of music performed, also noting dances.  Then, research and study the songs’ lyrics, author(s) if known, and date written.  Consider the following questions: What emotion(s) do the songs try to evoke?  What biographical information about the songs’ author(s) is relevant?  What do the lyrics tell you about popular attitudes and the historical context in which it was written?  Be creative and create your own questions to “ask” the music as a historical source.

B) ECO-TOURISM AND VISUAL IMAGES OF COSTA RICA: Imagine that National Geographic has commissioned you to take pictures of Costa Rica as part of a special issue on ‘eco-tourism’.  Take at least five photographs of sites, structures, landscape, etc.  For each photograph taken, consider the following methods: description, reflection, and formal analysis.  

· Description: describe specific details in your image using complete sentences. Remember to start by identifying the subject.

· Reflection: Choose two or three questions and respond. Use the answers to reflect on the meaning of your image.

1. Why did you choose this picture?

2. When you took this photograph, what first caught your eye?

3. Where were you when you took this picture?

4. What were you doing when you took this picture?

5. What were you thinking when you took this picture?

6. What ideas or feelings were you trying to capture in this image?

7. Do you think you were able to capture these ideas or feelings?

8. What do you think about now when you look at this image?

9. How would you like the viewer to respond when they look at this image?

10. How did you expect this image to look? What, if anything, looks different than what you expected?

11. What surprised you about this image?

· Formal Analysis: Answer the questions below. Use the answers to analyze your image formally.

1. What are the advantages of using photographs as a primary source?

2. What are the limitations of using photographs as a primary source?

JOURNAL #4: COSTA RICA AND CENTRAL AMERICA

The recent history of Costa Rica may be considered quite different from other countries in Central America (e.g., El Salvador and Nicaragua).  Based on your experiences, the readings, and local news in Costa Rica, why do you think that this has been the case?  How is Costa Rica unique and similar to what you have read?  Provide an ample number of examples from your experiences and local news reports.  To follow Costa Rica’s news, check out the “Tico Times”, an online English-language newspaper (http://www.ticotimes.net/).

JOURNAL #5: CENTRAL AMERICA AND FILM

Choose two of the following films and documentaries about Central America, and write one entry reviewing each.  What are the common themes that you see in these films/documentaries?  Relate the films with themes discussed in the course.  Most, if not all, of these are available through the major rental distributers, including Netflix and Blockbusters.  This is not an exhaustive list, so please make sure to consult with me if you have any suggestions.

Panama Deception 

Walker

Wetback

The Houses Are Full of Smoke

Salvador

Men With Guns

Romero

Innocent Voices

El Norte

Cover Up: Behind the Iran Contra War (available on Googlevideo)

