
 
English 408: Shakespeare 

in England!   
 

Above: Conwy Castle in Wales, one of the amazing places you will see on this Study Abroad.  It was 

built by Edward the 1
st
, the evil old English King in the Mel Gibson movie Braveheart, and is a small 

sample of how different it is to study Shakespeare in England, where the castles and palaces in his 

plays come alive because youôre looking at them! 

 

Hello,  



Iôm Dr. Dick Gibson (I go by Dick by the way), and Iôm making my fifth trip to 

Edge Hill University in Lancashire with the Summer-in-England JU Study Abroad.  

And I assure you, itôs absolutely wonderful and magical the first time you go, and it 

just gets better every time you go again!  I am, by the way, the Shakespeare 

Professor at Jacksonville University, so Shakespeare is my field and my life-long 

passion.  Hereôs the syllabus, and Iôve also added at the end a few ideas on packing, 

shopping, climate, accommodations, dress, and so forth, based entirely on my own 

personal experience.   I canôt tell you how much Iôm looking forward to this, and I 

certainly hope you enjoy the program as much as I do. 

Dick 

 

 
NOTE: This course is the regular Shakespeare course, English 408, as listed in the JU 

university catalog and includes a study of Shakespeareôs life, the Elizabethan historical 

background, Shakespearean theatre and acting, as well as intensive study of two 

representative plays.  For 2009, the plays will be two of Shakespeareôs most famous and 

wonderful playsðthe grand, romantic tragedy Romeo and Juliet and the equally romantic, 

Robin-Hood-like comedy, As You Like It.  The course also includes seeing these same two 

plays in excellent, live, loud, bawdy, audience-interactive Shakespeare productions by one 

of Englandôs most distinguished theatre companiesðthe resident company at the New 

Globe Theatre in London, itself one of the most wonderful places in the worldða complete 

reconstruction of the original Globe Theatre down to the thrust stage, thatched roof, 

groundlings, and open sky overhead; the productions likewise use standard Elizabethan 

practices with NO modern intrusions, and thatôs why theyôre fast and loud and lively and 

funðlike Shakespeare is supposed to be! 

   

 

TWO SMALL, CHEAP  TEXTBOOKS:  BUY THEM NOW IN THE USA!  

 

Both together are around ten bucks and thus are the cheapest textbooks you will ever buyð

they are also quite small and light, the better to fit into your suitcase.  Buy them now in the 

USA as theyôll be hard to get in Ormskirk (which has a couple of lovely little bookshops, but 

they donôt stock multiple editions of complete Shakespeare).   Order them now and you 

should get them in plenty of time to slip in your suitcase.  And of course, these are the two 

plays weôll see spectacular and authentic Shakespearean productions of in London at the 

New Globe Theatre (see below). 

 

 

1.  Romeo and Juliet. Signet Classic: Newly Revised Edition. Ed. J.A. Bryant, Jr. 1998.  This 

is an inexpensive paperback about $5 online or at your local bookstore.  PLEASE BUY IT 

IN THE USA AND BRING IT WITH YOU.  It will be very hard  to find in England, and 

you must have this particular edition because we will be using some of the essays and 

background materials included in this edition only. 

 

 

2.  As You Like It.  Signet Classic: Newly Revised Edition. Ed. Albert Gilman. 1998.  Ditto 

on all the above.  BUY IT IN THE USA.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

COURSE SPECIFICS:  This course with JU Study Abroad is designed both to study and to  

experience William Shakespeare in a way that is impossible in the United States.  Every day there 

you will see, feel, and experience Shakespeareôs own England.  You will know what he means 
when he refers to the hawthorn as ñbringing in the Mayò (Ormskirk is completely bedecked with 

flowering hawthorn when we arrive there at the height of May).  We will also watch both the two 

plays we study in excellent, live English productions.  The course also includes several days 
actually living in the heart of Shakespeareôs London.  And it is here that we will watch the plays 

in spectacular, fully authentic Renaissance productions at the New Globe Theatre (as exact a 

reproduction of Shakespeareôs own Globe Theatre as it is possible to get in the modern world [for 
example, it does have the huge thrust stage, thatched roof, and groundlings, but they canôt pack in 

quite as many people as they did back then because of modern fire laws]ðsee PHOTO BELOW). 

The course also includes a full day walking tour of Shakespearean sites in London, guided 

personally by the professor; however, any of your other course excursions or optional activities in 
the city are also parts of this course since one of the glories of all Study Abroad is that in a lot of 

ways the amazing travel experience IS the most important part of the course (rather than the 

classroom, which mainly gives the whole travel experience a real focus; but be advised, this IS 
Study Abroad and you canôt pass the course just by going on the jolly excursions and having a 

good time abroad with us).   

 

 



ABOVE: The New Globe Theatre right on the banks of the Thames in London.  It is authentic down 

to the horse-hair plaster and thatched roofðthe only thatched roof in London (they were outlawed 

after the Great Fire of 1666).  This is where weôll become ñgroundlingsò and have the best places in 

the whole theatre to see the playsðliterally two feet from th e stage! 

 
 

 

EDGE HILL CLASSES  AND EXCURSIONS: Before visiting London, we will have three 
weeks in one of the most beautiful of northern English towns, Ormskirk, Lancashire, to study 

Shakespeare before jumping in feet first into Shakespeareôs city, London, in June.    In Ormskirk, 

we will study these two plays, analyze the characters and plot, and act out scenes and such.  In 

addition, we will go over some essential biographical and historical materials, as well as specific 
critical essays on these two plays, which will help you understand more completely both the plays 

and the entire Shakespeare experience.  The class will be conducted in an active and student-

centered way with everything from discussion of Shakespeareôs language and acting styles to 
singing songs from the plays to reading and enactment of actual scenes, starring YOU!  (Donôt 

worry; no acting experience or talent is necessary at all; this is entirely for the educational 

experience [and itôs fun tooðwe may even do swordplay if we can find some wooden slats at 

Edge Hill Universityðas I said, my classes are VERY active].)  

 

 

 

ABOVE: During our  time in northern England, we usually manage to see one Shakespeare comedy 

performed on campus at Edge Hill, as well as the two plays in London; and here are some of last 

yearôs students picnicking while waiting for the show.  The rag-tag, touring company is called Illyria, 

and they stage the plays in the gardens at the University with really rude and raucous comic effectsð

youôll love it.  (By the way, this was an unusually warm evening; do NOT be fooled by the shorts and 

tee-shirts and thus expect such weather normally in England [and frankly, all of us were shivering in 

our boots after the sun got low and the temperature dropped like a stone to about 45 degreesð

England is WAY far northðexpect normal highs in the 60ôs].) 

 

 


