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ABOVE: The gorgeous Acropolis, ñthe most important ancient site in the Western World!ò exclaims the 

Lonely Planet Guide.  In travel brochures, we normally see photographs of the Acropolis from the eastern side 

with the back side of the Parthenon poking up above high, steep cliffs.  However, this western side is a 

complete surpriseða pleasant and gentle slope up through these groves of silvery olives and green cedarsð

although the last fifty-foot stretch, seen here at upper right, is still , admittedly, a vertical challenge.  This 

unfamiliar view is actually the front side of the Acropolis and is one of the few places where you can see all 

three major buildings.  Those columns at extreme upper right are the sacred entrance building to the 

Acropolis, called the Propylaia, through which the grand Sacred Procession entered every four years during 

the Great Panathenaic Festival (and through which you too will enter).  And thatôs also actually the front  side 

of the Parthenon itself just barely visible to the left and behind it; however, the Sacred Procession bypassed 

that splendid building and proceeded on to the Erechtheionðthe temple clearly visible at left on the edge of 

the cliffsðwhich is actually the most ancient and holy part of the Acropolis, sacred to both Athena and 

Poseidon, the two founders of the city according to legend.   

 

 

COMMON READING   
 
Hello, Iôm Dr. Dick Gibson, your general mentor, professor, and tour guide for this program, and I want 

to welcome you to what I think will be your experience of a lifetime!    

 
In the first week, the three classes will  meet together for the ñCommon Reading,ò usually at the Athens 

Centre, a private college in a grand 19
th
 c. mansion and our academic home in Athens, with complete 

facilities including classrooms, a computer lab, an excellent library of hard-to-find items about all aspects 
of Greek history and literature, and best of all, an amazingly friendly, helpful, and caring staff of 

dedicated professionals.  During this week, weôll cover a brief but thorough background in both Ancient 

and Modern Greece, a study which is essential for all three classes and includes both wonderful walking 

excursions around Athens and carefully selected readings for background.  For example, we will study 
short selections from the Iliad, plays by Aeschylus, Euripides, and Aristophanes, and chapters from the 

very best introduction I have found to contemporary Greece, which is the book Eurydice Street, the 

wonderfully perceptive memoirs of an English woman, who moved to Athens in 2004 with her Athenian 
husband and encountered a good bit of culture shock and surprises.  Itôs fascinating to listen in as she 

encounters, tries to understand, and then explains the very same culture and city that you will be 

encountering and trying to understand, just like she did.   

 



Thus, this Common Reading week will provide you with a solid background and general introduction to 

both Ancient and Modern Greece at the same time as you are actually experiencing both Ancient and 
Modern Greece in class, on the excursions, and in your daily activities. 

 

 

 
 

 

CLASS EXCURSIONS 

 

 

 
ABOVE:  Here we are on day one last summer, tickled pink to be way up on the heights of the 

Acropolis at the amazing Parthenon after long plane trips to get here.  Thatôs me in the center with 

the four guys who made up our small pilot program last summer to test out the facilities and other 

aspects of the program.  And by the way, photos canôt do the Parthenon justice; you need to see it 

for yourself!  

 

 
EXCURSIONS WITHIN ATHENS : The Athens excursions are the active and essential heart of all 

courses.  Weôll be going absolutely everywhere in Athens that youôve always heard of and wanted to see; 

and the Athens Center staff will provide expert, bi-lingual archaeologists and historians to explain and 
interpret what we are seeing at the various sitesðancient and modern.  

 

On these tours, weôll explore everything in Athens, including the Acropolis with its crowning glory, the 

Parthenon, as well as the famed Erechtheion with the much-photographed Porch of the Caryatids (thatôs it 
in the photo you saw on the ñGreeceò home page on this website); also, the National Archaeological 

Museum with magnificent treasures from Agamemnonôs golden mask (thereôs an entire gallery of gold 

objects) to priceless statues of gods and humans in stunningly realistic musculature and posture (the 
Greeks were the first culture in the world to achieve true realism in art); also, weôll see the ancient 

Temple of Hephaestos, the best preserved ancient building in all of Greece; as well as the enormous 

Temple of Olympian Zeus, so huge it took nearly a thousand years to build and is still awe-inspiring even 
in ruins; and of course, weôll visit the Theatre of Dionysios, the exact spot where theatre was born!  In 



fact, all of the plays weôll study in class were written for and first performed right here at this same 

Theatre of Dionysios.   
 

We are also very lucky in 2010 to be able for the first time to see the brand new Acropolis Museum, with 

some of the finest sculptures to be seen anywhere, especially rich in the vibrant, robust Archaic periodð

my own personal favorite.  This museum has just reopened after several years of moving into its new, 
state-of-the-art building at the base of the Acropolis.    

 

Most people forget that Athens is also a sea port, and weôll see the main harbor at Piraeus as we embark 
for the scenic island of Aegina. There are also fine beaches in Athens just a few miles further down the 

coast from Piraeus at Glyfada and other seaside towns, and youôll have time for a beach day lolling in the 

sun if youôre so inclined. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOVE:  This is the highest point of Agamemnonôs Trojan -War -era palace in Mycenae, looking 

out over the lower walls and the entrance road up the mountain, and on beyond to the fertile plain 

called the Argolid, named after Argos, another famed Mycenean city, seen here on the double hill  in 

mid-distance and slightly to the right.  To the left of Argos is the very well preserved site of ancient 

Tiry ns in the flat plain, and the modern city of Nafplio is just beyond Tiryns, perched on a 

peninsula jutting out into the Aegean Sea (thatôs the sea just barely visible as a blue line beyond 

Argos and before the mountains in the distance). 

 

 

 

EXCURSIONS OUTSIDE ATHENS:  All courses will also include day-trips and overnight excursions 
via private bus to yet more world-class sites outside Athens (also guided by Athens Center professionals). 

Although all plans are subject to change if something really unexpected happens, we should definitely see 

Delphi, the Center of the Universe (really! youôll see the exact spot) and, more famously, the home of 

Apolloôs mysterious Oracle who spoke in riddles that led people and empires to destruction or 
magnificence; also, Mycenae, with its massive Trojan-War-era walls high on a mountain top and its huge 

beehive tombs down on the lower slopes (weôll go in them); also, Olympia, site of the original Olympic 

games (you can toe the starting line where athletes ran two thousand years ago, and the museum boasts 
the only original marble statue to survive from a master of 5

th
 century BC Greece); also, weôll see the 

island of Aegina with the famed Temple of the Great Mother Goddess AphaiaðGod used to be a woman, 

folks!ðhigh on a dramatic headland overlooking the sea (Aegina also has an excellent beach and 

gorgeous sea views [see photo at end], so bring your bathing suit); also, Epidavros, with the worldôs most 
intact Greek theatreðso intact in fact, that itôs still used every summer for plays and concerts, and the 

acoustics are so good you can hear a coin drop from the highest seat.  Along the way, we will also see 

briefly the Mycenean citadels of famed Argos and Tiryns and have plenty of time to explore the 
wonderfully picturesque city of Nafplio, the first capital of modern Greece, and one of the most beautiful 

cities anywhere, with a lively town square in the center, no less than three intact Medieval fortresses, and 

spectacular views of the surrounding sea and the islands beyond. 
 



Yes, I know these lists of the many places weôll visit are a bit overwhelming, but frankly, you are going to 

see pretty much everywhere �L�Q���*�U�H�H�F�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���K�H�D�U�G��about and wanted to see!   
 

 

 

 

 

DURING THE CLASS HOURS  

 

 

What weôll do in Classes: As I mentioned, these are active classes, not lecture, and include much of the 

reading and other course work within the class hour, such as group reading, character and plot analysis, 
enacting scenes and singing songs, and also a good bit of stage combatðreally!  We need  stage combat 

for the plays, and besides, itôs fun to pretend to deck somebody with a John Wayne punch or drag them 

around by the hair; itôs also completely harmless; thatôs what ñdramaò is all aboutðthe illusion of action.  
Besides, one of our texts is the deliriously funny comedy The Frogs by Aristophanes that includes a LOT 

of stage combat and other physical fooleryðgreat fun!  And of course all the excursions are also part of 

the classes themselves.  So sometimes, especially at major architectural sites, we will even do some 

drawing; yes, I mean drawing things on paper.  Drawing something, no matter how poorly, is by far the 
best way to look at something new and to actually see it.  But be assured that absolutely no drawing talent 

is requiredðI donôt care if you draw like a three-year-oldðitôs the effort thatôs needed because again itôs 

the seeing that matters.     
 

During the Common Reading week, all classes will also be learning some lines and choral songs from 

Greek drama, especially, as noted above, from Aristophanesô very funny The Frogs, in order to actually 
perform some scenes from them in the classroom at the Athens Centre. We will also perform these scenes 

and songs briefly in public at ancient sites, such as the still-used Theatre at Epidavros mentioned above, 

partly to test the acoustics and partly just for the experience of having performed at these ancient places.  

But please note that these classes are for everybody! Absolutely NO acting talent and NO previous 

theatre work is needed, nor is anyone required to perform in public if you donôt want toðbut all of 

you who want to will have the chance.  And itôs really great fun; weôll mainly do scenes with lots of 

action and physical jokes; in fact, the purpose of acting out scenes is similar to the purpose of 

drawing; itôs to see and understand whatôs really there in the text much better than you can if you 

just read a scene.  So donôt come to Greece expecting lecture classes where you sit there quietly while I 

tell you what youôre supposed to know.  NO!  Come expecting to be on your feet and seeing things and 

doing things!   
 

 

 

 

ABOVE LEFT : a sidewalk café in the town square in Nafplio, first capital of modern Greece and 

generally considered to be one of the prettiest towns in all of Greece.  RIGHT: And thatôs some of 

us at Nafplioôs harbor, slurping down the best gelato IN THE WORLD! (ahem, in my humble 

opinion) with the beautiful blue, blue Aegean in the background and one of Nafplioôs three 

Medieval fortresses out in the middle of the harbor (yes, you can take a ferry out to it).  By the way, 

the lovely lady at center is our delightful archeologist, art historian, and good friend, Iris,  a 

professor at the Athens Centre, who accompanied us everywhere and provided invaluable in-depth 

commentary on everything from hailing a taxi to identifying the exact shop in Athensô ancient agora 

which Socrates was known to frequentðthat was spine-tingling!  

 

 
 


