GREECE!

ABOVE: The gorgeous Acropol i s, shitthee imostthe mpeost adlmin Warcli ¢
Lonely PlanetGuide. In travel brochures, we normally seephotographs ofthe Acropolis from the eastern side

with the badk side of the Parthenon poking up above high, step cliffs. However, this westernside is a

complete surprisé a pleasant and gentle slopap through thesegroves ofsilvery olives andgreen cedar$

although the last fifty-foat stretch, seen here at upper ight, is still, admittedly, a vertical challenge This

unfamiliar view is actually the front side of the Acropolis and is one of the few places where you can sde al

three major buildings. Those columns atextreme upper right are the sacred entrancebuilding to the

Acropolis, called the Propylaig through which the grand Sacred Rocessionentered every four years during

the Great Panahenaic Festival(and through whi ch you t oo waldoadctuadlythe&ant)side And t |
of the Parthenon itselfjust barely visible to the left and behind it; however, the Sacred Procession bypassed

that splendid building and proceededon to the Erechtheiord the temple clearly visible atleft on the edge of

the cliffsd which is actually the most ancient and holy part of the Acropolis, sacred to both Athena and

Poseidon the two founders of the city according to legend

COMMON READING

Hel | o, | 6m Dr . Di c k (Grotessaamdtourygoide ifor tigseprograpant | ware nt o r
to welcome you tavhat | think will be your experiencef a lifetime!

In the first weekthe threeclasseswill meet togethefor the iCommon Reading usuallyat the Athens
Centre a private college in a grand 19%. mansion andur academic homi Athens with complete
facilities including classrooma,computer labanexcellent library of hardo-find items about all aspects
of Greek history and literatureand best of all an amazingly friendly, helpful, and caring staff of
dedicated professionalDur i ng t hi coveraériefyt thaworghdadkground irboth Ancient
andModern Greecgea studywhich isessentl for all three classesnd includes both wonderful walking
excursions around Athens and carefully selected reaflimgsackground For examplewe will study
shortselectiondrom the lliad, plays byAeschylus Euripides,and Aristophanes, and chaptdrem the
very bestintroduction| have foundto contemporaryGreece which isthe book Eurydice Streetthe
wonderfuly perceptivememoirsof an Englishwoman whomoved to Athens in 2004 with héthenian
husbandand encounterec good bit of culture shocand surprises. It &ascinatingto listen inas she
encounterstries to understandand then explains the very same cultureand city that you will be
encainteringand trying to understapglst like she did



Thus, this Common &ading week will provide you with solid background and geneiiatroduction to
both Ancient and Modern Greece at the same time as you are aexadlisiencingboth Ancient and
Modern Greeci class,on the excursiongnd in your daily activities.

CLASS EXCURSIONS

ABOVE: Here we are on day one last summer, tickled pink to be way up on the heights of the

Acropolis at the amazing Parthenon after long plane tripstogetdte. That 6 s me i n t he ce
the four guys who made up our small pilot program last summer to test out the facilities and other

aspects of the program. And by the way,lpot o s dhe Pdithenodjostice; you need to see it

for yourself!

EXCURSIONS WITHIN ATHENS : The Athens excursions are tlaetive and essentiddeartof all
course. We 6 | | lalesolugety evergwhere in Athetisaty o u alwagsheard of and wanted to see;
and he Athens Centestaff will provide expert,bi-lingual archaologists and historiango explain and
interpret what we are seeing at the varisitie®d ancient and modern

On thesetours we 6 | |  everythinginrAthens including the Acropolis with its crowning glory, the
Parthenopas well as the famed Erecéithn with the muchphotographed Porch of the Caryatids hat 6 s i t
in the photo you saw on th#&reec® home pageon this websitg also, the National Archaeological
Museumwith magnificent treasuresr om Agamemnon@ s h groé¢ d walerymfageldk t i r e
objects)to pricekss statuef gods and humans stunningly realistic musculature and post(itee

Greeks were the first culture in the world to achiéwee realismin arf); also,we 6 | Ithe anaeat

Temple of Hephaestpshe bestpreserved anci¢rbuilding in all of Greece as well asthe enormous

Temple of Olympian Zeuso huge it took nearly a thousand years to buildigstll aweinspiringeven

in ruing and of coursew e 6 | |the Wheatre of Dionysioghe exact spot whertheatrewas rn! In



fact, d | of t he pinalagsswerevweriftdn Ifor and fustl performed right here at this same
Theatre of Dionysios.

We arealsovery luckyin 2010to be abldor the first timeto see the brand new Acropolis Museum, with
some of thdinest sculptureso be seemnywhere especially rich in the vibrant, robust Archaic peéiod
my own personal favorite This museurhas just reopened after several years of ngpumto its new,
stateof-the-art buildingat the base of the Acropolis.

Most people forget that At hemanharber abPirsews veembagka por t |
for thescenicisland of AeginaThere are also fine beachesAthensjust a few miles further down the

coast from Pimeus at Glyfada and other seasmens andyoud | | tirheafor @ beach dalglling in the

suni f youdre so inclined

ABOVE: This is the highest point of A g a me mnToojard-\W/ar-era palace in Mycenae looking

out over the lower walls and the entranceroad up the mountain and on beyond tothe fertile plain

called the Argolid, named afterArgos, another famed Mycenearcity, seen heren thedouble hill in

mid-distanceand slightly to the right. To the left of Argos is he very well preserved site oncient
Tiry ns in the flat plain, and the modern city of Nafplio is just beyondTiryns, perched on a
peninsula jutting out into the Aegean Sed t hat 6 s tbardy visildeaas & hiug tinebeyond
Argos and before the mountains in the distance)

EXCURSIONS OUTSIDE ATHENS: All courses will alsanclude day-trips and overnight excursien

via private bugo yet more worldclass sites outside Athefeso guided by Athens Center professionals
Although all plans are subject to change if someth@adly unexpectedhappens, we should definitely see
Delphi, the Center of the Uiverse (reallyly ou 6 | | s e e ) andhmore daxoeuslyt, théomeoadf

A p o | Imgstersous Oracle who spoke in riddlesthat led people and empires to destruction or
magnificencealso,Mycerae, with itsmassivelrojanWar-erawalls high on a mountain toandits huge
beehive tombslown on the lower slopds w e 6 Inlthemyj also,Olympia, site of the original Olympic
games(you can toe the starting linghere athletes ran two thousand yeagg and the museum boasts

the onlyoriginal marble statue to survive from a master 8fce@ntury BC Greedealso,we & | the s e e
island of Aegina wittthe famed Temple of th@reatMother GoddessAphaiad God used to be woman

folks!d high on a dramatic dadland overlooking the sd@egina also has an excellent beach and
gorgeousseaviews [see photo at end$o bring your bathing sujthlso,Ep i davr os, with t he
intact Greektheatrd s o i nt ac't istill usedaewvery, summbrdor pleiand@encerfsand the
acoustics are so gogebu can hear a coin drop from the highest.s@dbng the way, v will also see
briefly the Myceneancitadels of famed Argos and Tiryns amdve plenty of time to explorthe
wonderfuly picturesque city of Bfplio, the first capital of modern Greece, and one of the most beautiful
citiesanywhere, with a lively town square in the centerJess thathreeintact Medieval fortresses, and
spectacular viewof thesurrounding seand the islands beyond



Yes,| knowtheselistsofthe manyp | a ¢ e s  w eadit dverwhelmirig,tbut &anldy, you are going to
see pretty mucbverywhereLQ *UHHFH WKDW \Rab§urand wantedtosé& HD U G

DURING THE CLASS HOURS

What wedl | :d®l meniobned thase areastive classes, not lecture, and include much of the
reading and other course work within the class hour, such as group reading, character and plot analysis,
enacting scenes and singing songs, and also a gooddbétgaf combaét really! We need stage combat

for the pl ay sfuntoaretehdiobdeck sothebedy with & folsn Wayne punch or drag them
around by the hair; ;théas odal svb at o mdthealisdob of achkoa a nl e a
Besides, one of our texts the deliriously funny comedhe Frogsby Aristophanes that includes a LOT

of stage combat and other physical footeryreat fun! And of course all the excursions are also part of

the classes themselves. So sometimes, especially at major arcHitsitesrawe will even do some
drawing yes, | meandrawing things on paper. Drawing something, no matter how poorly, is by far the
best way to look at something new and to actusdhit. But be assured that absolutely no drawing talent
isrequired ldon 6t car e i f y-pearoldbri a W seffort tithieea ta 6 shboasesedaind 6 s
theseeingthat matters.

During the Common Reading week, all classes will also be learning some lines and choral songs from
Greek drama, especially, as notdmbve f r om Ar i sfunoyrlheaFrogssndrder ® acpally

perform some scenes from them in the classrabthe Athens Centr&Ve will also perform these scenes

and songs briefly in public at ancient sites, such as theusél Theatre at Epidaos mentioned above

partly to test the acoustics and partly just for the experience of having performed at these ancient places.

But please notethat these classes aréor everybody Absolutely NO acting talent and NO previous

theatre workisneeded,no i s anyone required to perfaalm i n pub
you who want to will have the chance And it 63 emaé¢ alf luyn; g wscénkeslwithnodsioh | v d o
action and physical jokes; n fact, the purpose ofacting out scenes is similarto the purpose of

drawing; i t té seeand understandw h at 6 s r dnatle ltext mactn letteethan you can if you

justreadasceneSo donét come to Greece expecting |l ecture
t el | you what kygoouMNQ! €ome experting te lbe ybuo feet andeeing things and
doing things

el

|
d

ABOVE LEFT : a sidewalk café inthe town square in Nafplio, first capital of modern Greece and

generally considered to be one of the prettiest towns in all of GreecRIGHT: And t hat ds sol
usat Naf pl i eldr@ng thowwmr theobest gelato IN THE WORLD! @hem, in my humble
opinion) with the beautiful blue, blue Aegean in the background and oe o f Nafpliobs t

Medieval fortresses out in the middle of the harbr (yes, you can take a ferry out to it). By the way,
the lovely lady at center is our delightfu archeologist art historian, and good friend, Iris, a
professor at the Athens Centrewho accompanied us everywhere and provided invaluable idepth
commentay on everything from hailing a taxi to identifying the exact shopi n At dn@entagdra
which Socrateswas known tofrequentd that was spinetingling!



