was the great Earth Mother and her temple here is one of the last major Archaic temples ever duhnd also

one of the finesd you will see it inevery art history textbook. This is our small pilot group for last summer,

who came to test out the programand the young lag/ on the right is our delightful and knowledgeable (also
completelybilingual) professor of Archaeology and Art History from the Athens Centre, who accompanied us

on all excursions both in and out of Athens to guide us through everything from the architectural principles

of the temples to the correct method of hailing a cab (you do NOT do itthe same asinthe WSAh at 6 s t he
equivalent of giving the taxi driver a deadly curse)As | 6 v e s @ thid Stedy Abead pregram will

give you an experience much, much deeper and richer than anything available tdaurist.

COURSES

After the common reading in the first wetthich is a background part of all three coufsege details

under ACl asses wantl Exepasiaodoesd)nt o the three cl as
different aspects of your ongoingncounter with Greece In fact, these courses are all designed
specifically toenhancethe depth and enjoyment of yo@reekexperience, well beyond what a tourist

could hope to perceive and understafrsonally, | have been a tourist, and | have also been on Study
Abroad, and Stdy Abroad is much, much betteroyY g et to see, appreciat e, ar
seeing, as well a® enjoy the camaraderie with your classmates ewahto live in a genuinely Greek,

norttourist neighborhood.This is nothing like being a tourist at alln d  twhyaStudy sAbroads just

about the bedravel experiencet is possible to have

All these classes are 3 fulhiversitycredit hours, so it is possible that some work may have to be turned

in via snaimail or email after the conclusion of the courses in Gre&aeh ourse will involve about

twenty contact hours with the professor in the classroom, as well as anothepthintyrecontact hours

outside the classroom on the excursions with both the JU professor and the Professor of Archaeology and
Art History from the Athens Centre(and | am not talking aboufioh-look-attha bus chat;these
excursionswill include actual classes at the various sisswell as individuadssignments anaktention

to each studerdn sit§. Some special classes, such as orientationadern Greek culture and language,

will be taught by qualified professional instructors from the Athens Centre.

In any event, you may select up to sbedit hours from the following coursgs.e. two of the three)
Please do note that the first coyr&mglish 316,is required of all program participants as thest
background foryour whole Geek experienceln fact, all the excursions but one are mainly part of this
essential courseAlong with English 316 you may select one other courselependingon your own
interest. (It is possibleto take all three, but only under very special circumstances and only with the
i nstruct om asl dopbe adwised that thisavynine-hour course load woullimit your free



time in Greece.)You should regigr for these coursesdimetr ough Jacks onweabditd,e Uni v
but you can also change your miadd switch a coursafter your arrivain Greece if needed.

English (ENGL) 316. Ancient Greece in Myth and Drama
(also available as ENGL316-Honors)

This course is requirad of all program participants as a general background for understanding
Greece, its literature, art, and architecture (all excursims are parts of this essentialcourse). This
course will include 20 classroom contact hours, as Weas another 30contact hours on excursions
out of the classroom.

After the commomreading we will continue thestudyof the Greekcreation ofliterature philosophyand
dramawhile working through some dhefamous works that form the basis of @lkestern literature and

thought Remembethatthe Greeks invented the epic, drama, and
philosophy,among other thingand we 01 | sampWedoh! | bebr B¢
with some brief readings from R . H o me Hia@l sdescribing theTrojan

War, the grandest achieveme of the Mycenaean Adgeand the most

tragic T h e n mpwae féew S hundred years tthel Go |l deof Ageo
5" century BC Athens, with === Ae s ¢ h yThei Reréians the oldest

play in existencean the entire world | (really), it describes the Greek

triumph over the Persians which B ushered in tha#\thenianGolden Age,

and isfull of splendid, dark poetry: % | leading up tdhe stunningand spooky
entrance of the Ghost of thesd Emperor Dariugising from his grave.

Then wé | | al €ar isp wonderfuly surrealisticThe Bacchag

in which the God of Theatre and™% | Wine, Dionysios himselfis a major
character in addition, Eur i p1 well known forays into deviant

psychology, madness, and violence | are on full display(Sigmund Freud
loved this play!) And f i nlaoh éngacting scengd ahd sengsrfldm i s t o lovely avers 6
thetop comedy,The Fogs iverydphysical, very funny, sometimes genuinelglapstick It also

shamelesslgpook both Aeschylus and Euripidés afidramad contestin Hadesandevenfeaures (again)
the very God of TheatreDionysos, this timeas a campypoetryloving lowlife who tries to geto the

Underworldby pretendingo bethe mightyherq Hercule® y ou 61 Il WedVv ¢ iattl so take a
look atP | a SymPpasiumandSocrated8 | i f e and i mportance,athedrialseen i
that resulted in his death On excursions, we ol | not only see t
plays were first performed, butewd | | also visit the Agora wheretSocnatasr k et

and Plato actually walked and taugh#nd by the way, thénsetphoto above is of the amazingly intact
theatre at Epidavrosyhich we will visit andwherethose who would like twill be able to sing a Greek

chorus and/or do ascae or two from class, both to lafun and to test th@mazingacoustics (again, no

one is required to do these public performancesbo ut | t hi nk yog9uo6l | enjoy it

International Studies (1S) 305: Greece
(also available adS 305 Honorg
or
English 414. Athens Today! Modern Greek Culture, History, and
Literature
(also available aENGL 414-Honors)

NOTE: This course is available aither IS 305 or ENGL 414 these arenot different courses but
simply a crosslisting of the same coursesincethe subject matterof modern Greek culture, history,
and literature is common to both disciplines. Sign up foeither the IS or the ENGL designation as
you need for you own degree program at your home institution If desired,you can also make tts
decision after you arrive in Greeceand talk to me aboutwhich designationwould be best for your
own major and school This course will include 20 contact hours in the classroom as well as 80
more contact hours out of the classroom on excursions.



Modern Greece has a histpoylture,and literatureat least apassionate, romantic, and trag& Ancient
Greeceand we will take a brief survey of the most important events ohtbdernhistory in this course
The Roman Empire, which died in the Weés the %" century AD, lived on for ahousand years in
Greeceknown as the Byzantine Empiré&he inset photdelow is one of the manyine Byzantine
churches in central AthensByzantium endedwith destructionin 1453AD
and Greece then enduredur hurdred years of foreign domination under
the Ottoman Turks. The wars for Greek independence culminated in the
founding of the modern Greek state = .} 1827 with its capital at Nafplio &
perfectly beautiful small seaside Citiymy which we will visit as part of thd
cours@® see photgs Then the newly independenGreek state moved the
capital to Athens, and the fine Neg Classical architecture of thatrais

still splendidlyin evidencein scattered remnants all over Athepsrom the
grandParliament Building to théthens Centre itselfwhichis housed in just
such ahandsomeemnant of the glorious 19" c. past. Various historical
tragedies continued to trouble Greeg .. most notably the population
exchanges of the 1920s and thazi invasion and occupatlon durmgVWl (Idm writing a no
that horrific but fascinatingperiod) but the state coimued on steadilygrowing through the last two
centuriesand achieved tweignificant triumphs of global fameith the founding of the modern Olympic
games in Athens i1896 along with thequite recenthosting of themodernOlympic Gamesn 2004
which you probably saw on TV yourselfntérestingly, the Athens Centre is about two blocks from the
ancientathletic stadium which was refurbished for the 1896 ggmess usd again in 2004and where
you can still run | aps if you want to Kseeppotoi n sha
below).

While we outlinemodernGreek history,we will alsofocus on various forms offiction and fct about
contemporaryGreee including more chapters diurydice Streetprobably a modern novel such as
Zorba the Greekdefinitely some attention to worimed poets, such as Cavafy and Elis,well as
practicalworks such as thRoughand Lonely Planetguides to Athensand Greeceall of which will
provide a good background irevery aspect oimodern Greecefrom history, customs architecture,
neighborhoodsand cuisineto night spotstransportationbeachesshopping and evendogs teyd dogs
are importani, not to meribn how to avoidgiving the shockingCurseof the Open Palm areceivingthe
even moredreadedEvil Eye! However, moreypical assignments in this class witiclude researching
particular Athenian neighborhoqdsrchaeological siteandor other Greek ties in class, thervisiting
them in person t o istha neighberhoddsty, a sittd what it lgokstlike,ehoe
lives there what the houses are likehat the street life is likayhat the cafeand shopare like, and so
forth. And please note thahe Athens Ceng has a dandy library with many copies of various guide
books historiesand other works on Greet® help you with this research.

English 306. Creative Travel Writing

This course is also available as 30@onors andis approved for Jacksonville University Wi
[Writing Intensive] designation (see JU catalog); itfulfills the Gordon Rule [6000 words]
for such courses and s®hould also transfer to other institutions as a Writing Intensive
course ofthe appropriate designaion at your own school This course includes 20 classroom
contact hours, as well as another 36r more contacthours on excursions out of the classroom.

After the o mmon reading we 61 | mai nl y wiiendly attititiesotahephyouseansose , user
andexperiencanore in Greece through the act of writing, and thusetoreate in writing any andll of

your bestGreekexperienceg a n d vy o loté df theml) aAs & student in this class, you will keep a

detailed private journal for yourselgnd theny o u 6 | | wor k separately with t
togetherwith the class to help you use the material in your journal to craft more polished stories and

travel sketches, which you will create from your own best experiences, whether theseregs

include, say.geating fresh grilled octopus at a seasda r i na ( i & réafyd llteybu can atsa s

order manyothery u mmy t hi ngs i f youdbdre squeansatsshalsmal or cl i
mountain right in the middle of Athens, forrlyy spectacular sunset, or finding the perfect gift for that

special someone at a funky sidewalk shop (or fine jewelry store) or playing-ap@g&me of soccer in

the broad pedestrian wal kway around t hemdAdrddgoltied
you right now that both this journal and your written travel stories will become your favorite souvenirs of

your trip to Greeo@ guaranteed! This class includes no further readings after the Common Reading (see
above), but will require @onstderable amount of timdaily in observing, taking notes, and writing up

your experiences in Greece. Through this class, you will discover that these aétialesy careful

notes and writing things dowwhile you are experiencing thé&mall function muchlike our other



activities, such as drawing physical objects or enacting scenes from plays arddtlepsss activities

force you to really |l ook, hear, and observe whatod
is available to your average tourid think this class will actually change your whole attitude to travel as

you discover the natural high experiencinghings in a totally new and better way through writing.

Above: To show you how close everything is icentral At hens , hereds a photo |
the edge ofthe Acropolis looking down over the Temple of Zeuén the open field( dondét be f ool
because the templdooks like a toy down thered those columns are as big around sarailroad

boxcars) Beyond the tenple is Metz, the neighborhood aroundand on the green hill, where the

Athens Centre and our apartments are located. The large white structure cut into thieft side of

the hill is the so-called Marble Stadium. It was the original stadium of ancient Athens, built in the

4™ century BC, where the Panathenaic Games were heldut restored completely with gleaming

white marble just like the ancient original for the creation of the Modern Olympic Games in 1896

It was alsospruced upagainjust recently (along with the rest of Athens)for the Olympic Games of

2004 you probably saw it then. t @pen to the public and you can usually run around the track

on the top to keep in shape or just to enjoy the view.

AND THE PROFESSOR

Hi, as | said at the beginning 6 m Dr . Dick Gibson, a n dinstrugtonand | eas ed
guide on this wonderfulU Study Abroad program 6 ariginally from DelLand, Florida, went to Stetson

University thereand got my Ph.D. in Shakespeare at the University of Northli@arat Chapel Hilll

spent some yealig Atlanta, Georgia, antiave beerhappily teaching very activEnglish classesat

Jacksonville University for twenty yeanew. | have written a book on speaking and actimkespeare,

which will be publishedhext year, and |l 6m <currently writing a
combat novel of Greek freedo fighters during the Nazi occupation of

Greece in WWII, full of burning cities, dynamited bridges, firing squads, prison
escapesheroes, traitorsand all that good stulff.

| 6 also been heavily involved with
to teach Shakespeare in Englaaida
never been abroad at,abut | went,
Abroad changed myifed and it will

Study Abroadsince 2004 whedU asked me
wonderful new program in Englandl had
and | assure you emphaticaltpat Study
change yours too! | continue to teach
Shakespeare in this JU program England every summer but a couple of
yearsago, | was disturbed to discov that we had no Study Abroad program in
Greece, so | researched the possibilities and was lucky to find thesuperbAthens Centré the ideal
host institution Last summer, | took a small pilot pragn of just four studentdéhe guys in the photos)
with meto test the program, the excursiotige facilities,the accommodations, and even thessesand



we had théest timé Everything exceeded my expectations, drelgtaff at the Athens Centre took care

of us in every way and provided a much broader and deeper educational experience than | could have
provided alone. It was all well beyomay greatest hopes for the program, and | look forward with great
fondness to seeing all those wonderful folks and wonderful places again. And | know you too will feel
the same if you come with us this summer.

And by the way,l need to tell you thawvhenl went to Greecéhe first timeto set up this programwo
years agpl had never traveled in a foreiggnguage country before and never traveled by meseif,
andfrankly, | was kind of scaredBut | had an absolutelgalld it wasgreatfun! Y o u l@alrehn even
better time becauseo u 6 | | h a v aongwithuyou, afhdrofi ceurse Isnean all thosew friends
y o0 u 0 | who come with us for this exciting Study Abroad progi@frcourse you cahring an old
friend or twoalong too) Yo u 0 | | azedl at wizatha great andd feeling of camaraderie olittle band

will developexperiencing foreign countryogethe we 61 | even | earn a |ittle G
to say fiexcuse me, 0 fAhell o, 0 AhoButdmndh iwortrlyata,b®u
language barriemo st At heni ans speak excellent English, so

to meet these very friendly people.t 6 s al so a v etregtcrimai$ admost unknpwnin | n f ac
Athens andhospitality to strangers isomething very near tmreligiousobligation to Greeks And you
feel thatwelcoming attitudé you really do.

But | donét yoariiteek Btady Abroaid ohlyhabontlancient ruin®ld wars,and tragic

literature s o | 61 | |l eave you with t hi sspestdcdabeachfontheh e guy s
island of Aegindast summer You can too! And nol di dn 6 tod the svaer, ghe rhourtaing and

the sky really are that bluéreece is gorepus!

So come with me next summer for the time of yout life
Dick



