IS 350/HIST 305:

Central America
Spring 2012 Study Abroad (Costa Rica)
Wednesdays, 12:00-12:50 p.m.
Jacksonville University
Instructor: Dr. Jesse Hingson
Class location: Gooding 111
Office location: Gooding 215
Office phone: (904) 256-7215

Office hours: MW, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., TTh, 12:30-1:30 p.m. and by appointment (ends April 18)
E-mail: jhingso@ju.edu

Course Description: This course examines the historical roots of the variety of Central American countries (Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Belize, and Panama) from the pre-Colombian period just prior to 1492 until the present day.  It will pay special attention to the period of colonial Spanish rule, the region’s independence movements, attempts to establish political unity, and the formation of independent nation-states in the nineteenth century but also the various struggles over rights, land, sovereignty, economic development, democracy, and modernization in the twentieth century until today.  We will learn about Central America by examining historical sources and recent scholarly works, interviewing eyewitnesses to key historical events, viewing thought-provoking historical films and documentaries, visiting important historical, archaeological, and ecological sites, and experiencing the region’s rich cultural heritage through the prism of Costa Rican culture, including music, sports, foodways, and dance.

Course Objectives: 
To familiarize you with the historical development of Central American countries 

To introduce you to some of the key historical figures and larger historical forces shaping Central America 

To develop your writing and critical reading skills 

 Attendance and Make-up Policies: Students are required to attend every meeting and study abroad trip.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for any assignment or discussion missed.  For on-campus meetings, a sign-in sheet will be passed out, and each person must sign her/his own name and provide some identifying information.  Any evidence of manipulation of the attendance sheet represents a university Honor Code violation and will result in judicial proceedings and automatic failure of the course.  It is the responsibility of the student to provide proper documentation from a doctor, university official, lawyer, or other professional in case of an unexcused absence.  In this case, a “make-up” day for any missed work has been scheduled.  Each “make-up” will consist of answering one essay question.  There will be no review given for these.  Finally, it is the student’s responsibility to initiate a withdrawal from the course within the designated withdrawal period.  Not doing so will result in failure for the course.
Academic Dishonesty: Any evidence of cheating or plagiarism will result in automatic failure for the course.  Cheating is defined as the attempt, successful or not, to give or obtain aid and/or information by illicit means in meeting any academic requirements, including examinations.  It includes copying the writings of others with or without their knowledge.  Plagiarism is defined as the use, without proper acknowledgement, of the ideas, phrases, sentences, or larger units of discourse from another writer or speaker.  All are expected to know and abide by the policy as stated in the university catalog and student handbook. 
Student Behavior: All are expected to behave according to accepted norms ensuring a climate wherein all can exercise their right to learn.  Such norms are set forth in the JU catalog.  I will not tolerate behavior that violates these norms.  These include sleeping, consistently arriving late, leaving early without prior notice, rude behavior toward others, doing work for other classes, or bringing live cell phones, laptops, or other electronic devices in the classroom.  Such behavior will be grounds for dismissal from the class, judicial proceedings, and/or failure of the course.
Readings: Available for purchase at the university bookstore or other online vendors.  Please note that the bookstore returns unsold textbooks two weeks after classes begin.
1) Thomas L. Pearcy, The History of Central America (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006). REQUIRED

2) Steven Palmer and Iván Molina, eds., The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2004).  REQUIRED
Requirements and Grading Scale: 
Exams (40%): 2 @ 100 points=200 points
Journals (40%): 10 entries @ 20=200 points
Participation (20%): 100 points
Total: 500 points
SCALE: A=500-450; B+=449-435; B=434-400; C+=399-385; C=384-350; D+=349-335; D=334-300; F=≤299
*No grade of “I” or “Incomplete” will be given unless a documented emergency prevents you from completing the course.
1) Exams: Two exams will be given on key people, places, ideas, and events covered in the main textbook and the primary source readings.  I will provide a variety of questions/problems for you to consider.  Questions will be posed to survey reactions to readings, lectures, activities, or any other material (e.g. films and documentaries) relevant to the course.  Only readings and films/documentaries that we cover may be used as evidence.  Strong responses incorporate an introductory paragraph that previews an argument/thesis or theme.  Paragraphs must be steeped in evidence to support an argument/thesis, and a thoughtful conclusion explores the larger implications of main ideas.  It is expected that all written work will be carefully edited.  Each response must be complete outside of class, typed, New Times Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced, limited to 800-1000 words minimum (please note word count at the top of the page), and use parenthetical references when citing.  Late exams will be penalized ten (10) points for each 24 hour period it is late (starting the minute after the class session it is due).  Rules against plagiarism will apply especially to this assignment, and programs (e.g., turnitin.com) will be utilized to check for plagiarism. 
2) Journals: In addition, throughout the semester, you will keep a journal of general observations and questions in class and on the study abroad trip.  Journal entries will involve answering questions I pose before and during our time in Costa Rica in addition to recording your own observations and insights.  It must be kept in a composition book or some other book with lined pages.  Write as neatly as possible.  The journal will be collected randomly and at unexpected points during the trip.  Therefore, it is essential that you take notes and record observations on the trip.  The journal will be assessed for its quality and quantity.  I will consider the quality of your note-taking observations and answers to questions I pose.  I will also review the quantity of these as evidence of your full attendance and participation.  Each journal entry must be a minimum of 500 words.  The journal will be due at the time of our individual meetings.  I will provide a list of journal topics.  It is expected that all written work will be carefully edited.  Late journals will be penalized ten (10) points for each 24 hour period it is late. 
3) Participation: The expectations are that class meetings will be regularly attended and that all readings and assignments will be discussed.  Throughout the semester, participation will be assessed by: 1) quality of input in discussion; 2) assistance to the instructor.  These entail assisting the instructor in creating class handouts, Power Point presentations, web pages, discussion questions, lists of additional bibliographical and/or internet resources (including music, photographs, documentaries, and films), summaries of current events and news stories, or any other materials that will help us understand what we are reading and/or viewing.   

SCHEDULE/READINGS: Instructor reserves the right to change the schedule if necessary
January 11: Introductions and Syllabus

January 18: Introduction to Central America; Early Central America; From United Provinces to Independent States; Panama Pearcy, chapters 1-4; select readings from The Costa Rica Reader

January 25: Introduction to Central America; Early Central America; From United Provinces to Independent States; Panama
Pearcy, chapters 1-4; select readings from The Costa Rica Reader (continued)

February 1: Introduction to Study Abroad (K. Marton and G. Garzon); Exam #1 Due (via e-mail)
February 8: US and Central America; Cold War I; Cold War II; Central America in the Twenty-first Century Pearcy, chapters 5-8, select readings from The Costa Rica Reader  

February 15: US and Central America; Cold War I; Cold War II; Central America in the Twenty-first Century  Pearcy, chapters 5-8; select readings from The Costa Rica Reader (continued)

February 22: Itinerary and Logistics (K. Marton and G. Garzon)

February 29: Journal Discussion

March 7: Journal Discussion; Exam #2 Due (via e-mail) 
March 14: Questions and Issues (K. Marton and G. Garzon) 

March 17-24: Mandatory Spring Break Trip to Costa Rica

March 28: Debriefing Meeting

April 4: Individual Meetings and Journals Due (Gooding 215)

April 11: Individual Meetings and Journals Due (Gooding 215)

April 18: Make-up Day (if necessary, by appointment)
Exam #1
Incorporating the readings, identify the larger historical forces that shaped Central America between 1500 and 1930.  How do the colonial and early national experiences of Costa Rica compare with the rest of the region?  Are they more alike or different, and why?  
Due Wednesday, February 1 by 12 p.m. via email attachment 

Exam #2

There are two parts to this question.  First, compare the origins and course of political movements in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua during the Cold War.  What forces contributed to the emergence and successes of popular and/or armed movements against the governments of these countries?  How did these countries fare during these struggles for transformation?  Were internal forces more important than external ones in the origins and outcomes of these movements?  Do these countries share certain political and socio-economic legacies that made them more "ripe" for revolution?  Were they successful or unsuccessful?  Second, discuss the social, political, and economic factors that explain why Costa Rica largely avoided these conflicts and movements.  

Due Wednesday, March 7 by 12 p.m. via e-mail attachment

