Intern in Peru: Social & Economic Development 

Project Types
Women's Groups 

You will work with women's groups in the Sacred Valley where you will assist women in becoming economically independent via the sale of their woven products.  You will help teach business skills, English, self esteem, craft workshops and lead other activities with rural Peruvian women.

K’anchay Wasi
K'anchay Wasi is a women's center that provides emotional, moral, and spiritual assistance for women and children.  You will work with rural Peruvian women in the Sacred Valley and plan activities to increase their artisan and business skills, as well as increasing their self esteem via activities in leadership, stress relief and team building.  The project also provides the women with psychological, medical and legal assistance when necessary.

Durazno T'ikay
Durazno T'ikay is a women's center in the community of Yanahuara where women produce knitted productes for sale in the local markets with the goal of obtaining economic independence.  Volunteers will have the opportunity to plan activities to increase their business and accounting skills, develop new designs and crafts as well as lead self esteem activities.

Education and Youth Projects 
You will work in local schools, children's homes or in after school programs in Cusco and the Sacred Valley.  Interns have the opportunity to help teach English, lead art and music workshops, teach computer skills, and help facilitate sports programs.

Your efforts help improve the quality of education, providing social and economic opportunities that facilitate the well being of families, communities, and society at large.

Frida's Place - Mentoring Program
Frida Delgado Chirinos runs a Hostal in Huraran, a small town outside of Calca, Peru where she also offers her home to young children who come from isolated communities to study in the Sacred Valley during the week, returning only on weekends to their communities (Cancha Cancha, Ch'uro and others).  Many of these children (5 - 12 years old) stay by themselves during the week in Huaran where there is no one to provide them with help in their schooling or in their diet.  Thus, many of these children suffer from poor nutrition and as a result perform poorly in school.

Frida's Place offers these children a hot meal after school and in the evening and also provides them with support with their homework.  During the 2009 school year, we will offer volunteers the opportunity to continue providing these children with a nutritious meal as well as start a mentoring program with the children at Frida's Place.

Professional Development in the Lamay WawaWasi 
The WawaWasis or "Baby Houses" were formed by the Ministry of Women and Social Development (MINDES) in Peru with the objective of contributing to the personal development of mothers by providing them with the opportunity to find employment and education while their young children (up to 4-years-old) are given an integral education.  Thus, the WawaWasis enable mothers to increase their economic independence while their children are cared for.  This government program promotes the development of adequate and health practices of child raising while focusing on those children who are more at risk.

While the government program provides women with the opportunity to increase their economic independence, the WawaWasi workers in the Sacred Valley are generally young mothers, many of whom have no education or child care background other than raising their own children.  Volunteers will provide them with professional development courses focused on early childhood development, which will enable them to both better value their work and improve their teaching methods.  Volunteers would also develop innovative activities for the children attending the WawaWasi to improve the quality of their education.

Agro-Cultural Tourism 
Help community members of Chichubamba to preserve and celebrate their agricultural heritage while creating jobs and income.  The Agrotourism project in Chichubamba combines two of Peru's largest industries:  agriculture and tourism.

You will work to market the project while helping community members to implement basic business practices and improve their services to tourists.
