S/T  ART 376 PLEIN-AIR PAINTING PARIS

RONALD GIBBONS

JUNE 28 – JULY 23, 2010

Description:

  This course will explore the techniques of Landscape Painting, on site in the open air, using Paris and it's many parks as subject.  As well we will explore the craft of 19th century practitioners of Landscape Art and use them as a basis for our approach. This class is structured with short lectures, much studio time, short written assignments, museum visits, and critiques.  Grading will be based on the completion of weekly assignments and other related work.  All levels of experience are welcome.  Note: this course will be taught using acrylic paint.

Course Objectives:

  To be successful in this course students should achieve a working knowledge of the practices covered in class, namely: Grisaille, Composition, Value Structure, Basic Color Theory, Tonal Color, Glazing, Alla Prima, One and Two Point Perspective, and Atmospheric Perspective.  These being achieved through the completion of all assigned work.

Attendance:

  Attendance is Very Important. This being a studio class, class time is irreplaceable.  Therefore each absence beyond one will lower your final grade, one letter grade.  More than four absences will constitute a failure of the course.  Tardiness or  leaving class early will also have a negative impact on your grade.

Grading Structure  General criteria.

  Successful students will have:

1. A positive attitude towards the course material, the instructor, and fellow colleagues.

2. Mastery of course content and a willingness to push beyond the familiar and mediocre.

3. Full and engaged participation in class critiques, discussions and a demonstration of improving analytic skill.

4. Completion of all assigned work, 7 paintings, by indicated deadlines.

5. Full complete attendance, 17 class meetings.

  Specific criteria:

      Final grades will be calculated by taking the highest score and subtracting 15% which will indicate the value of the lowest A.  The B range will be 10% below that value and so on in 10% steps.  Each assigned project will be graded on a 4 point system:

      0- no work.

      1- incomplete at deadline

      2- poor quality in substance and execution.  Does not comprehend project fully, lacks time and 

           effort.

      3- average to good work, comprehends assignment demonstrates real effort.

      4- exceptional unity of craft and subject, demonstrates true understanding of project and materials.

MATERIALS LIST ART 376 Painting.   Summer 2010.

Paint; Acrylic 2oz tubes:

Titanium White                                     Cadmium Orange

Mars Black                                            Cobalt Violet

Raw Umber                                           Chromium Green Oxide

Yellow Ochre                                         Viridian Green

Red Iron Oxide                                       Alizarin Crimson

Burnt Sienna,                                        Cadmium Yellow

Cadmium Red

Ultramarine Blue

Palette.  Something that provides a white, hard, smooth surface – the larger the better.  16 x 20 inches would be ideal.  A sturdy piece of glass, ceramic, or smooth laminate works well.  Strip away palettes are OK but not the best – they can curl or tear which can make it awkward to use.  

Metal Palette Knife.

Brushes, 5.  Extra large (1.5inches wide), medium (1inch wide), and small (1/2inch wide) size Flats.  A  large round that comes to a nice point which will function as a detail brush.   A  Gesso brush (3inches wide).   Seek out brushes with natural hair, avoid cheap synthetics.  These can be the most expensive singular items on this list.  Spend the money, poor quality brushes will make for a frustrating stime.

Bar of Pure Olive Oil Soap. (optional)  This functions as a brush cleaner.  Look for it in Health Food stores, Pharmacy’s.  Also helpful is to have a container for it.

Acrylic Matte Medium.  8 fl. oz. jar.   Gesso.  Acrylic, white, 16 oz.

Vine Charcoal and Kneaded Eraser.

Cotton Rags.  Old t-shirts.

Wide Mouth Glass Jar 16oz or larger.  & Plastic Spray Bottle, both for water.

(Paris People Only) Watercolor Block.  Cardboard backed stack of 20 sheets of heavy paper gummed on all 4 sides.  This will function as your painting support and drawing board simaltaneously.  140Lb. weight paper, (measurement of the thickness of the paper, not what the pad weighs!) 12 inches by 16 inches size or larger.  (Florence People: we will purchase our supports in Florence.)

A backpack or something to carry all this in.  Also, appropriate clothing to work in and good walking shoes.

(Florence People Only) Access to a Digital Camera and Laptop computer. 

As the course progresses be prepared to replenish or purchase new items as needed.

