ART AND FRENCH

SUMMER COURSES IN PARIS

A partnership between the Institut d’Études Supèrieures des Arts,Paris and Jacksonville University

FRENCH STUDIES
French classes are offered to course participants at two levels: beginners/intermediate and intermediate/advanced. Students who take the more basic level may have a introductory knowledge of French or have some knowledge but need practice. Students at the second level have an understanding of grammar, can read and understand written French but need practice in speaking and understanding oral French, wish to improve their grammar and writing skills.

Aims
Both programmes aim at making the student conversant with the basics of French grammar, comprehension and speaking. The French classes are intended to complement the History of Art courses offered and work within the context of French culture and art. The teaching therefore develops the students’ vocabulary and conceptual terminology as used within the more specialized fields of art history and French cultural history.

Activities

· A primary goal is to improve the understanding of oral French. Grammar and vocabulary are taught within this context. Students are given material in the form of videos, tapes and presentations to develop their comprehension of the French language. Each type of documentation is studied closely, analysed and used for grammar and vocabulary.

· Written exercises develop active grammar and vocabulary usage. Different texts on the same subjects allow students to understand the flexibility of usage.

· Discussions following the presentation of material in class enable students to use language on a daily basis

· At intermediate level, lengthier comprehension exercises allow students to develop a greater range of academic material and develop an awareness of French literature

· One session each week will take place in situ, and be based on a different aspect of French cultural life, for example, the Paris Opera, the sculpture park in the Defence, an art gallery.

Programme
· Students take a placement exam indicating their appropriate active and passive levels of French
· Each session of three hours is divided into two study periods, divided between grammar, reading and listening comprehension, discussion. 
· Students are given each week an individual assignment to allow them to express themselves at their appropriate level
· Quizzes on vocabulary and grammar are given regularly.
Outcomes
By the end of the programme, the stage one student 

· should have gained an understanding of the basic grammar points of the French language and be able to express himself/herself at a basic level
· should be able to understand a general French text on historical and cultural themes
· should be able to understand spoken French about works of art or cultural events
By the end of the programme, the stage two student

· should be able to express himself/herself using correct grammar and comprehensive vocabulary

· should be able to understand written French as used in universities and academic institutions

· should be able to listen to speakers on complex subjects and discuss issues with academic vocabulary and expressions

Requirements: Course work is structured to develop students’ communication and comprehension skills. Assignments will vary between short bi-weekly tests and a comprehension assignment to be handed in at the end of each week. 


Grading: 
Weekly tests
            


20%




Comprehension assignments 

40%





Activity descriptions


40%
